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Bolton Placed on Probation 


James Bolton. convicted a second time for refusal 
to cooperate with conscription, was sentenced to two 
years on probation by Judge J. Joseph Smith May 10. 
Probation was granted over the objections of the U.S. 
Attorney. Bolton’s home is in New Haven, Connecticut. 
He is a conscientious objector on political and philoso- 
phical grounds rather than religious grounds. 

Bolton originally registered for the draft law but 
refused any further compliance. He received a one year 
sentence for refusal to report for induction. The convic- 
tion was appealed. but the Second Circuit Court of 
Appeals sustained the conviction. While in prison at 
Danbury, Conn., Bolton refused to sign the necessary 
papers to allow the institution to open his mail. so he 
did not receive correspondence. 

Upon his release the case was again processed by 
Selective Service. Although he filed questionnaires and 
claimed C.Q. status, Bolton was classified I-A, and he 
refused to report for a physical examination or induc- 
tion into the army. He was indicted and convicted on 
these two charges. 

Hospital Work Recommended 

Judge Smith recommended that Bolton seek hospital 
employment, and he is now working in a hospital in New 
Haven. The judge made it a condition of the probation 
that the defendant follow the advice of the probation 
officer regarding employment, but such a condition is 
customary. There were no special restrictions in the 
probation order. 

Bolton is a former Yale student and a champion 
chess player. His defense attorney was Marvin Karp of 
Hartford. 

This raises the total of second prosecutions settled 
by probation to three. Two other second prosecutions 
were ended with one day sentences. The four Doty 
brothers with two year sentences on a second round are 
still free while their conviction is being appealed. Vail 
Palmer’s second prosecution is still pending before Judge 
Grim in U.S. District Court in Philadelphia. Three other 
objectors served second prison sentences previously to 
make a total of 12 such convictions since 1948. 

Bolton’s probation sets precedents in that he is con- 
sidered a non-religious objector, and he pleaded not 
guilty and fought the court conviction. Recent probation 
sentences and the one day sentences of Paul and David 
Seaver seem to indicate that a number of judges view 
second prosecutions in a much different way than do the 
Selective Service System and the Department of Justice. 


Deportation Action Started 
against Citizen Born in U.S. 


A warrant of arrest has been issued against Roy 
Butgereit. a citizen by birth in this country, ordering 
him to appear in Mobile, Alabama, June 2 to defend 
himself against deportation proceedings. The action has 
been instigated under the McCarran Act by the Immigra- 
tion Service. 

One section of the McCarran Act provides for the 
loss of citizenship of anyone who leaves this country to 
evade military duty. The provision covers both natural- 
ized citizens and persons born in this country. The 
Immigration Service alleges that Butgereit did leave this 
country to evade conscription. 


Roy Butgereit is a conscientious objector whose 
home is in Fairhope, Alabama. Although he is a Metho- 
dist. he worked for a Quaker and was interested in the 
Quaker settlement in Costa Rica (For a report on the 
Costa Rica settlement see NEWS NOTES. September, 
1951.) On October 31, 1950, his eighteenth birthday. 
he left New Orleans for Costa Rica without registering 
for the draft. 


In April of 1952, President Truman issued a pro- 
clamation ordering all American citizens abroad of draft 
age who were not registered to register at American Con- 
sulates. In November of 1952 the American Consulate 
in Costa Rica notified Butgereit that he should come in 
and register. Butgereit complied before the end of the 
month. 


Butgereit Returned to U.S. 


In October of 1953, Butgereit returned to Fairhope 
because of his father’s illness. The Fairhope draft board 
sent him his questionnaires, including the special form 
for conscientious objectors. The forms were properly 
and promptly filed. Butgereit had requested 1-O classi- 
fication as a conscientious objector available for civilian 
work, but the local board classified him I-A as available 
for combat duty in the armed forces. An appeal was 
taken. but it has not yet been acted on by the Alabama 
State Appeal Board. 

In February of this year the Immigration Service 
called Butgereit into the Mobile office for an interview. 
He appeared without counsel, and it seems that the intent 
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Bradford Lyttle Convicted 


Bradford Lyttle was convicted May 7 in Chicago 
by Judge Philip L. Sullivan for refusing to report for 
civilian work. Lyttle was classified I-O, conscientious 
objector available for civilian work, by his local board. 
He refused to report for such work because he believes 
“The life of each man belongs to God. It does not belong 
to any individual, group of persons, or government.” 
(For a more detailed report of Lyitle’s position see 


NEWS NOTES, March, 1954) 


On May 8, Judge Sullivan sentenced Lyttle to a year 
and a day in prison. The sentence will probably be 
served at Springfield, Mo. Lyttle started to serve the 
sentence May 28. He decided not to appeal the 
conviction. 

After his conviction Lyttle made a statement to the 
court in which he said in part, “I bear no personal resent- 
ment towards the court or towards any members of the 
prosecution. I am here because of my own principles and 
my own decisions, not because of the caprice or malice 
of any person in the government, and in my opinion | 
have been given an eminently fair trial. To harbor per- 
sonal resentment against the government would be a 
violation of reason and the principles of non-violent 
resistance which are part of my religion . . . 


“Totalitarian philosophies hold that there are no 
moral limits to the power of the state over the individual. 
Democratic, free philosophies believe that such limits 
exist. After the second World War the Nuremberg trials 
established in a court of world law that the individual 
is responsible for his own acts regardless of the decisions 
of the government under which he lives. The principle 
was brought out clearly at Nuremberg that there are cer- 
tain acts which no man, under any circumstances, should 
do, and that in the end it is the moral and legal obliga- 
tion of every individual to obey the directives of his 
conscience, even if these directives conflict with the laws 
of the civil government under which he lives. I believe 
that the tragedy of Germany, of which the Nuremberg 
trials were a part, lay in the fact that her citizens volun- 
tarily gave up the primary allegiance which they owed 
to their consciences, and gave that allegiance completely 
to the German State . 


“I believe that my vocation, what I do with my life. 
is an important expression of my religion, and that it 
is my moral duty to seek God’s will in the choice of my 
work. The United States Government, through the selec- 
tive service law, has sought to take the right of occupa- 
tional choice from me. 


“I am a conscientious objector to war, Your Honor; 
the law which I have violated is one of the means by 
which this nation insures its military strength. The ques- 
tion of whether or not military power is a moral and 
practical means by which free men can protect their free 
institutions seems to me the most important question 
before our country. I submit that modern war, either 
defensive or offensive, is a violation of the spirit, the will, 
and the law of God, which Christians see embodied in 
the life of Christ... 


“If there is one impression I would like to leave 
with the court, it is my faith in the power of non-violent 





Conscientious objectors are often dismissed as 
being well-meaning and sincere but unenlightened, 
naive or just plain stupid. From The Moon is Blue 
we offer these sophisticated critics this conclusion: 

“A lot of dopes have contributed to the dignity 
of the human race by saying no.” 











CCCO Legal Aid Increased 


The Central Committee for Conscientious Objectors 
has issued a new Guide for Attorneys and agreed to 
employ a staff counsel to improve the legal assistance 
given conscientious objectors. 


The 23-page Guide is a loose leaf service for attor- 
neys handling C.O. cases. It outlines the draft law and 
the administrative procedures under the law. Court cases 
which involve the various points are keyed into the out- 
line. The relevant sections of the law and Selective Ser- 
vice Regulations are also keyed to the outline. 


All court cases on the draft law since 1948 and the 
more important cases of World War II are listed in 
chronological order at the end of the Guide. Periodically 
new sheets will be added to bring the material up to date 
by including new cases. 


The Guide is intended to cut down research time for 
attorneys and make it more certain that important deci- 
sions are not overlooked. CCCO has distributed the Guide 
free of charge to nearly 300 attorneys who are willing 
to handle C.O. cases. The Guide is not being offered to 
other than attorneys since it is not useable by lay advisers 
or draftees. 


At its May Meeting the CCCO committee authorized 
the retention of staff counsel on a part-time basis to start 
September 1. The staff counsel will aid CCCO in the 
selection of court cases for financial assistance, handle 
some of the correspondence with attorneys, and partici- 
pate as a CCCO contribution to the defense of some cases. 


The amount of work to be done by the staff counsel 
will depend largely on CCCO’s ability to raise funds 
which are earmarked for legal work and over and above 
the regular operating budget. Frequent requests are 
received by CCCO for legal assistance. 


The attorney to serve as staff counsel has not yet 
been selected, but the committee has found that compet- 
ent persons are available. 





resistance to evil. I ask the people in this court today, as 
I ask all Americans, that they look into their hearts and 
ask themselves if military power is a noble expression 
of the spirit of free men. If they find it is not, then I 
urge that they investigate and study non-violent resistance 
as a moral, just, honorable, and practical alternative.” 





June, 1954 
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The Catholic Anarchist 


The Autobiography of a Catholic Anarchist by 
Ammon Hennacy (Catholic Worker Books, 223 Chrystie 
Street, N.Y., $2.00 paper: $3.00 cloth) is a welcome 
addition to the uncrowded field of radical pacifist 
literature. 

There are persons in the pacifist movement who 
consider Ammon Hennacy a saint. One of these is 
Ammon Hennacy. That plus his perpetual burning need 
for an audience are two characteristics that can be seen 
in his autobiography. “Judge me.” he’s fond of saying. 
and that’s our judgment. Not that it will worry Ammon, 
“rhymes with Mammon.” 

A one man revolution is what he calls himself. and 
a one man revolution is what he is. He went to prison 
in World War I and World War 11 for refusing to regis- 
ter for the draft. He has never paid income tax although 
he has taxable income and reports it in full. He fasts 
and pickets. He has simplified his life so that he lives 
on less than a dollar a day: the balance of his income 
is given away. 

Ammon travels through life with malice toward none 
but belaboring both friend and foe alike as “pipsqueaks.” 
It is real evidence of his depth of spirit and sincerity that 
he can do this and hold the friendship of the tax collector. 
reporters, conventional pacifists, the Hopi Indians and 
other such diverse persons. 

Some may find literary faults with this book. The 
sentences won't meet all of the requirements of your high 
school English teacher. There is some verbiage. But we 
do not complain of these things, because the book gives 
a true picture of Ammon as we know him. His message 
is there, and it is a message which he lives. Any reader 
not blinded by antagonism created by his own mental rut 
should find this book of interest. 


CITIZENSHIP THREATENED > 


(Continued from page 1) 
of the interview was to establish that Butgereit had left 
the country to avoid registering. 

The Immigration Service now holds that Butgereit 
has expatriated himself under the McCarran Act and 
that, therefore, his return home constituted illegal entry 
into this country as an alien without a proper visa. 

The hearing before an officer of the Immigration 
Service June 2 is the first step in the proceedings. If 
the officer finds in Butgereit’s favor, the case is ended. 
If the officer rules that Butgereit should be deported. an 
appeal will be taken to the Board of Immigration Ap- 
peals. If this appeal is taken and fails. the case will go 
to the Federal Courts. 

This case is a precedent, not only from the fact that 
a conscientious objector is involved but for the section 
of the McCarran Act taking away the citizenship of a 
person who is a citizen by birth. Constitutional ques- 
tions are involved which can be settled only by the 
Federal Courts. 

Because of the importance of this case from the 
points of law involved, as well as the importance of it 
for Butgereit as an individual, CCCO has retained Oliver 
Stone of Washington as staff counsel for this case, and 
he will defend Butgereit. Stone is a specialist in immi- 
gration law. The Central Committee for Conscientious 
Objectors has agreed to underwrite the defense expenses. 





FBI Tactics Investigated 


A C.O. who is appealing for recognition by Selective 
Service was told by two witnesses interviewed by an FBI 
agent that the agent had expressed an opinion that the 
registrant was not a religious objector as required by 
the law. The registrant requested CCCO to check with 
the FBI on this alleged violation of procedure. 

The FBI is supposed to collect facts in an impartial 
manner. Much publicity has been given their policy of 
not evaluating the facts. 

In response to the CCCO request for a report on 
this investigation. J. Edgar Hoover wrote that the agent. 
a “former Bureau employee” . . . “stated that he is posi- 
tive that he did not inject his personal opinion either in 
the interviews or in his report.” 

Hoover further reported that witness A upon being 
reinterviewed stated that. “the interview conducted was 
objective and was conducted in a business like manner. 
He stated that no attempt was made to influence his 
opinion concerning the registrant’s claim and that he 
was in no way influenced by the interview.” 

Witness B “stated that no comments were made, 
during the interview, concerning the merits of regis- 
trant’s claim nor were any statements made during the 
interview which influenced his opinion regarding the 
registrant.” 

Note that the first witness while stating that the 
interview was objective did not refute the complaint that 
the agent had stated his personal opinion. 

This complaint would be relatively unimportant 
were the FBI files, agents and witnesses available for 
the defense when C.O.’s end up in court because of 
having received a wrong classification. With the FBI 
investigation cloaked with secrecy, perhaps hiding pre- 
judice and ignorance. every effort must be made to get 
the fairest possible FBI investigation. 


Chinese Students Resist Draft 


(Reprinted from the New York Times for 


May 24, 1954) 


Singapore, May 23 (AP)—Three thousand Chinese 
students who staged a sit-down strike at Chung Cheng 
High School to protest compulsory military service 
marched out today after being without food for twenty- 
seven hours. 

They had shielded 300 Chinese youths between 18 
and 20 who had refused to register for military service 
in this British colony. 

Forty of the objectors left tonight for Hong Kong 
by ship enroute to Communist China. L. H. N. Davis, 
Colonial Defense Secretary, said the students did not 
need exit permits but would be liable for military service 
“immediately they step back into the colony.” 

The exodus began when rich parents of some of the 
students drove up in United States made limousines to 
beg the children to return home. Masked student guards 
who had barricaded the driveways refused at first to 
admit the parents. The police interceded. and the parents 
entered. 

Student leaders hurriedly called a meeting and 
agreed to leave the premises. 





Page Four 


NEWS NOTES 








THE COURT REPORTER 


I PROSECUTIONS 
Sentence confirmed since last issue 

3-8-54 Leo Baldwin, 1 year and 1 day. (Los 

Angeles, Cal.) Judge Campbell Beaumont 
Convicted since last issue 

4-26-54 Saul Wider, 2 years, (Brooklyn, N.Y.) 
Judge Clarence Galston 

4-26-54 Vaughn Peebles, (Indianapolis, Ind.) 
Judge William Steckler, no information 
received on sentence, free on bond, 
appeal pending 
Bradford Lyttle, 1 year and 1 day, (Chi- 
cago, Ill.) Judge Philip Sullivan, refusal 
to report for civilian work, sentence 
started 5-28-54 

5-10-54 James Bolton, 2 years probation, (New 
Haven, Conn.) Judge J. Joseph Smith 

5-13-54 George Lillis, 9 months, (San Francisco, 
Cal.) Judge O. D. Hamlin 

5-13-54 Arthur Duffy, 9 months, (San Francisco, 
Cal.) Judge O. D. Hamlin 

(All prosecutions for refusal to report for or 

submit to induction unless otherwise noted.) 


Il RELEASED FROM PRISON 
On parole 

4-15-54 Andrew Borisuk 

-5-54 Vern Dawson 

-54 Lester Packer 


Ill MEN CURRENTLY IMPRISONED 


Chillicothe, Ohio—Manas Kuhns, Freeman Wing- 
ard, Charles Wenger 

Danbury, Conn.—Richard Blazej, Harry Nugent, 
Carl Mascaro, Louis Mascaro, James 
Playford, Francis Playford, Saul Wider 

Florence. Ariz—Donald Rowland, William Weir 

La Tuna, Texas—Israel Feuer 

MeNeil Island, Wash.—Glenn Peters, Robert Me- 
Corkle, Monty Prothero 

Petersburg, Va.—Larry Atkins, Carl Nickel 

Springfield, Mo.—Clarence Bryan, Ted Head. 
Ervie Daniels, Marvin Watkins, Harold 


Forbes Sentence Stands 


Judge John P. Barnes has rejected a plea that he 
cut John Forbes’ three year sentence. Forbes, an army 
veteran of World War II who is now a conscientious 
objector, was convicted March 29 of refusing to register 
for the draft. He is serving his sentence at Springfield, 
Missouri. 


Defense attorney Robert Drake argued for the reduc- 
tion of sentence in U.S. District Court in Chicago May 
20. The 73 years old judge shouted, “Motion denied,” 
before Drake had even completed his plea. 


Forbes could not have been conscripted for civilian 
work or duty in the armed forces if he had registered. 
He would have been automatically classified IV-A 
because of his previous army duty. The Department of 
Justice has frequently not even prosecuted such veterans. 

Federal judges can reduce sentences they give any 
time within 60 days following sentencing. There is no 
appeal to higher courts on the length of a sentence except 
in such rare cases as when a judge gives a sentence longer 
than the legal maximum. The maximum sentence for 
refusing to register for the draft is five years in prison 
and a $10,000 fine. 


Bohlman, Kenneth Owens, Emanuel 
Miller, Melvin Chupp, Howard Roberson, 
Burton Rosen, Henry Adamowicz, John 
Forbes 

Tucson, Ariz.—Fred Hildebrand, Gaetano Branca- 
leone, Glenn James. Robert Kent, W. L. 
Stevens, Jack Parkhurst. Edward Reed, 
Gordon Carey 

Institution not verified—Henry Carrizosa, Ray- 
mond Skinner, P. A. Nazeroff, William 
Chernikoff, Finley Cerwithian, Ralph 
Dorn, Bill Passmore, William Moser. Leo 
Baldwin, Bradford Lyttle. George Lillis, 
Arthur Duffy 

Total number of C.O.’s convicted since 1948 to 

date: 264 (This is a minimum number, since 

J.W.’s and Muslims are not included, and we miss 

a few). 
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